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“Stop Being Troubled” by Pastor Proeber

God sent his

b Son....

Galatians 4:4 . o L .
During the most crucial time of his ministry, Jesus offers a most comforting assur-

ance. In the Upper Room prior to his death, Jesus offered words of encouragement to
his disciples. He knew how they were going to be tested. He understood the temp-
tations they would endure. He realized without his reassurance, they would fall from
faith.

In this Issue: Chapters thirteen through seventeen of the Gospel of John are wonderful remind-

Christmas Decoration 3 ers of Jesus’ great concern for his disciples. The most significant portion of this dis-
course is where Jesus says:
Outreach Plans 4 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, | would have told
Television in Church 4 you. | am going to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place
for you, | will come again and take you to be with me, so that you may also
Notes & News 5 be where | am” (John 14:1-3).

While the disciples didn’t immediately comprehend the significance of this prom-

Reporters & Meetings 6 ise, they did come to cherish and rely on it later. Through historical records of the
early Church, we know that many of the disciples endured persecution and death for
ey By 6 the sake of the Gospel. Only John died of natural causes, but he was in exile. Every

step of the way, they were not troubled because they knew what Jesus had promised
them. They believed God the Father and his word. They believed Jesus and his
promise. This afforded them the peace to endure even death as martyrs. They had
this confidence because they knew death would not be the end. It would simply be
the beginning of eternal life in heaven.

2022 Ministry Plan & 7
Budget

Nothing has changed for us in the 21st Century. We live in critical times. We are
confronted by crucial decisions. We often find ourselves in conflict. Our hearts are
troubled. They are also burdened and weary. So, how should we understand the
words spoken by our Savior!? Even more important, do they still apply to us?

A good place to start would be to listen to what Jesus is actually saying. We know
what troubles are, because we experience them regularly. Yet our understanding of
trouble is not exactly what Jesus explains. The Greek word means “to stir up, or agi-
tate.” You could picture a quiet pool without a ripple on it. Then, imagine a large
rock being thrown into it. The first thing you would see is the huge splash. The wa-
ter is disturbed. What follows are the ripples emanating from where the rock landed.
They spread to the shore, then they return from where they originated. This

Continued on page 2




Page 2 The Reporter January 2022

Troubled, from page |

is the disturbance or trouble which Jesus explains. It is not just the initial shock, but it is the continuing affect
of the ripples returning and hitting us again and again.

| believe all of us have experienced this kind of trouble. A rock has dropped in the middle of our tranquil-
ity and upset it. The sad part is, we never seem to find the peace we lost in the first place. When we en-
dure these troubling and perplexing times, Jesus says, “Stop giving into them. Stop letting your hearts be
troubled!”

If it were only that easy! We try to resist the urge of being upset, perplexed, or troubled, but our best
efforts tend to fail. So, we yearn for peace, but never really achieve it. This is when we need to remember
where our Lord directs us. It is to him, and to what his Father promises.

Our Lord and Savior has prepared a place of incomparable peace for us. It is a private room, or mansion,
where we can find the tranquility we could never find in this life. It is a place prepared especially for each of
us, a place where we will be face to face in the presence of our Lord.

It almost sounds too good to be true. Yet, it is! Our confidence, namely our reason to believe, comes
because Jesus said, “he has prepared that place for us.” He does this
individually and specifically for each of us. The other reason why we
can be so confident is that he gave up his life so we could receive this
place of peace.

Let’s face it, the reason we are troubled is that we continuously (.\‘ .. - AN
throw rocks of sin, disobedience and rebellion into the tranquil pool of \‘////
our life. Peace is shattered and the ripples continue to disrupt. By our- " "
selves we can not escape the consequences of our sin. Nor can we es- /‘
cape the condemnation God places on that sin, and on us. ‘v. l'.l

l"'

"e' M\\

This is why we need to cherish the words and work of our Savior.
Through his faithfulness, our sin is forgiven. Condemnation is removed.
Peace is restored. This is why we can put to rest all the things that
trouble and perplex us. Now, compare what Jesus has done with eve-
rything this world offers. Absolutely nothing can match the peace he established and has given us through
faith.

As a result, we can look at 2022 from a completely different perspective. Of course, there are going to
be problems. There will be confusing and perplexing times. There will even be times where the anxiety of
life will cause all sorts of unrest and ripples. Still, in the middle of these turbulent and chaotic times, there is
peace. That peace is given to us by a Savior who has claimed us as his own, who has made us his own
through his precious, redeeming work, and who keeps us as his own until we receive the place he has pre-
pared for us.

Make no mistake, all this is ours, just as it was the disciples’. We can believe God the Father. We can
believe Jesus our Savior. A place is prepared for us. We are the Lord’s in life and in death. For this reason,
we do not have to let our hearts be troubled.
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Christmas Decoration by Al Todd

A small group of volunteers gathered in the Sanctuary on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12 at 3:30 P.M. to set up Christmas decorations. This year, unlike previ-
ous years, we began with a chili potluck dinner and then decorated the church.
After the decorations were finished we returned to the Fellowship Hall to en-
joy desserts.

As in previous years, we retrieved all the Christmas decorations from the
attic above the east and west sacristies and the storage building. Then we laid
out the ladders and tables needed to put together and install the decorations.
These included the Christmas tree and all the ornaments, the garlands on the
east and west side of the Nave and on the organ pipe platform at the back of
the Nave, and the wreaths on the rafters and on the pillars at the entrance to
the church. In addition, a second Christmas tree was set up in the Fellowship
Hall.

The decorating was completed in a couple of hours. After the empty boxes
were returned to the attic and the storage building, the church was vacuumed
and cleaned and all the lighting checked and tested.

It was a very enjoyable event and we thank all those who showed up to
help out and bring food and beverages.

There was no caroling this year due to government imposed Covid-19 re-
strictions. We really missed visiting Wood Glen hall and a couple of other
venues to bring Christian music to the residents.

Please plan to join us next year for this event which beautifies the church
for the Christmas services in December.
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Outreach Opportunities

The Outreach Com-
mittee will meet January
Ilth at 7:00 pm to firm
up plans for the new
Events will include
worship services, special
gatherings, dinners, mov-
ies, activities for families,
and educational opportu-
nities. All are designed
and planned to give each
of us an opportunity to
invite friends, family
members, and neighbors
to come to know us, and
finally to come to know
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

A tentative list for the
year is provided to the
right. More specifics will
be coming in subsequent
newsletters and in the
Sunday worship folder.
Additions are gladly wel-
comed.

Prayerfully
how you can promote
these activities with the
people you know, en-
courage those who or-
ganize them, and most
important, participate in
them.

consider

2022 Tentative Events include:

The month of February is open.

Midweek Lenten worship will begin March 2nd.
The Wednesday evening services will be in person
and live-streamed starting at 7:00 pm

Palm Sunday is April 10th and begins our Holy
Week observance.

Maundy Thursday is April 14th with a 7:00 pm ser-
vice to remember the gift of our Savior’s love.
Good Friday is April I5th with a 7:00 pm service
which marks our Savior’s faithfulness and sacrifice.
Easter Sunday is April 17th with the traditional
brunch following the service.

July 4th offers a patriotic movie, a tri-tip barbeque,
fireworks and desserts.

August will be the Beach, Bike & Barbeque at Go-
leta Beach

A Fall Festival is planned for October. This will
include pumpkin carving, face painting, a chili and
pie recipe contest, and more. The date is to be
scheduled.

On October 23rd we will commemorate the Ref-
ormation with a pot-luck dinner and movie.
November 20th is the pre-Thanksgiving pot-luck
and fellowship evening.

November 24th is the Thanksgiving Day worship
service.

December [8th is scheduled for church de-
corating, the chili dinner and caroling.

December 24th is Christmas Eve worship and fel-
lowship beginning at 7:00 pm.

December 25th is Christmas Day worship and fel-
lowship beginning at 9:30 am.

Television in Church?

Just in time for our Christmas worship services a television was installed in the fellowship hall. It pro-
vides a direct feed from the streaming camera, so it offers both the visual and audio portions of the service.
The reason why it was installed was primarily two-fold. It offers parents who may be struggling with their
children a place to go and still be part of the service. It also offers people who may be uncomfortable with
being in a larger group to still be part of the service. A third option is for watching videos as part of a Bible
Study. We thank the Lord for the generous donation which made all this possible.
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Handbell Choir

After regular practices
and playing for our Ad-
vent and Christmas wor-
ship services, the ringers
will take a couple of
weeks off from practice.
In January, the 7:00 pm
practices will resume in
the fellowship hall.

We thank all
who gave of their time
and efforts to be part of
this unique ministry of
music.

If you are interested in
ringing in the New Year,
please give prayerful con-
sideration to participating
in this special area of ser-
vice to the Lord and Our
Redeemer.

Please speak to
Debbie following one of
Sunday worship
services.

those

our

Choir

For the past year and
one half, the choir has
not met for practices.
Hopefully, we will be able
to restart at the end of
January.  The practices
would be at their regular
time, on Thursday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm. God-
willing, songs will be pre-
pared for Lent, Holy
Week, and Easter Sunday.

Sunday Morning
Bible Class

As always there is a
regularly scheduled class
after the worship service.
For the |last
months the class has con-
sidered one of the ap-
pointed Sunday lessons.
This has provided extra
devotional material for
the week.

If you have not at-
tended in 2021, make it
your plan to attend in
2022. Each lesson is de-
signed to be covered in
one Sunday session, so if
you miss a Sunday or two
for travel, you will not
miss out on a continuing
study.

Also in the works for
2022 are some classes on
sharing the Gospel while
answering critics. Cer-
tainly we cannot address
every possibility, but the
class will provide some
useful helps. More infor-
mation will come as we
get into the New Year.

several

7

0,

|
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Wednesday Evening
Bible Study

After a brief break for
Advent and Christmas,
we will begin a new study
the
weeks. It will be on the
“divine call.” This is the
process our Synod and
congregation uses to call
a pastor to serve. While
most of us are familiar
with the basic concept of
the call, there are some
nuances we haven’t had
to consider for 21| years.
The study will be based
on a presentation created
by the Conference of Dis-
trict Presidents. There
will be additional material
offered by Pastor who has
conducted numerous call
meetings in other congre-
gations as a Circuit Pas-
tor.

for next several

Sunday School for
Children

The Sunday School
continues to meet on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of
every month. It was a joy
to hear the children sing
for Christmas Eve. There
will  be another op-
portunity for them to sing
at Easter.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding our Sun-
day School, please speak
to Sonja Todd.

Page 5

LET THE WORDS OF

MY MOUTH

AND THE

MEDITATION OF

MY HEART

BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOU,

O LORD
MY ROCK

AND
MY REDEEMER.

PSALM 19:14, NRsv
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Reporters Wanted

Book review! Personal Story of Faith?
Event report? Potluck—gathering? Party? Field Trip?

Half-page to three pages
Reviewed for scriptural consistency
Due by 25th of month to appear in next issue

Email to Pastor Proeber (pastor.orlcsb@gmail.com)

A simple and rewarding way to serve!

Thanks to Alan Todd for his article in this month’s Reporter. With a new year
there is again the invitation to provide material for the Reporter. Throughout the
past twenty volumes and years, articles authored by members have made every
issue more interesting. If you have an idea, and you are not sure whether to act
on it, please don’t hesitate to speak to Pastor Proeber for advice. Thanks!

Meetings for January

Church Council Tuesday, January 4™ at 7:00 pm
Committees Tuesday, January 4™ at 8:00 pm
Outreach Committee Tuesday, January | 1™ at 7:00 pm
Voters Meeting Sunday, January |6™ after the Worship Service

Please see the following pages for the proposed Ministry Plan and
Budget for 2022. If you have any questions, please speak to Al Todd.

Also, if you have a question regarding a specific area of ministry, please contact a
member of the appropriate Board. He will be happy to help.

January Birthdays

We rejoice in the many blessings God has given the members of
our family of faith. May the Lord continue to bless them richly.

3rd - Linda W.
5th - Marrissa H.

Jessica D.
[1th - David C.
[4th - Karolyn H.
[6th - LucasS.

Jim E.
21st - TieraS.

24th - Nicole K.
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