
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 25, 2025 



2 
 

  Sunday Worship 

9:30AM 

 

Christian 

Education 

11AM 

 

Charles D. Found 

vacancy-pastor 

Wisconsin Synod 
 

For parents with Small Children 

 There is a children’s bulletin available in the basket together 

with the service folders as you enter.  Please pick one up.  If 

necessary, rest rooms and a video monitor for watching the 

service are in the fellowship hall.  Go to your left as you walk 

out of the worship area, through the double doors.   

The world struggles to understand the selfless 

love Jesus embodied and commanded. According 

to conventional wisdom, joy is a direct result of 

circumstances.  Jesus gives us a far superior joy.  

It is a product of Easter.  Easter proves that God 

can take what normally causes people to weep 

and turn it into what causes people to rejoice.   
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   +   +   The  Common  Service   +   +  

Hymn – Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense       CW167 

 

1 Jesus Christ, my sure defense 

And my Savior, now is living! 

Knowing this, my confidence 

Rests upon the hope he's giving, 

Though the night of death be fraught 

Still with many an anxious thought. 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; 

I, too, unto life shall waken. 

Endless joy my Savior gives; 

Shall my courage, then, be shaken? 

Shall I fear, or could the head 

Rise and leave his members dead? 

3 No, too closely am I bound 

Unto him by hope forever; 

Faith's strong hand the rock has found, 

Grasped it, and will leave it never. 

Even death now cannot part 

From its Lord the trusting heart. 

4 I am flesh and must return 

Unto dust, whence I am taken; 

But by faith I now discern 

That from death I shall awaken 

With my Savior to abide 

In his glory, at his side. 
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Please stand.   

5 Glorified, I shall anew 

With this flesh then be enshrouded; 

In this body I shall view 

God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 

In this flesh I then shall see 

Jesus Christ eternally. 

 

  

 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

+   +   +   Confession  of  Sins   +   +   + 

 

 

P Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 

nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good.  For this, I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 

We approach our God 
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sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Lord, have mercy – Kyrie 

 

 

  

 

A moment of silence for personal reflection. 

 

 

Absolution 
 

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 

has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

+   +   +   Prayer  and  Praise    +   +   + 
 

 

P In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

Glory Be to God - Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 



7 
 

 

 

The Prayer of the Day  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

P O Almighty Lord, you are the giver of everything good.  

Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for what is right 

and through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to 

your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 
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Our God speaks to us from his Word  
 

First Lesson - Acts 14:8-22  

 

As a witness of Christ’s resurrection, Paul’s joy and his 

ministry were unaffected by circumstances.   
 

In Lystra there was a man who was sitting down because 

he had no strength in his feet. He had never walked because 

he was lame from birth. 9When he was listening to Paul as he 

was speaking, Paul looked at him closely and saw that he 

had faith to be healed. 10Paul said in a loud voice, “Stand up 

on your feet!” And the man jumped up and began to walk. 

 11When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised 

their voices, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods 

have come down to us in human form.” 12Barnabas they 

called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was 

the main speaker. 13The priest of Zeus, whose temple was 

just outside the city, brought bulls and garlands to the city 

gates, because he wanted to offer sacrifices, along with the 

crowds. 

 14But when the apostles Paul and Barnabas heard about 

this, they tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd, 

shouting, 15”Men, why are you doing these things? We too 

are men with the same nature as you. We are preaching the 

good news to you so that you turn from these worthless 

things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, 

the sea, and everything in them. 16In past generations he 

allowed all the nations to go their own ways. 17Yet he did not 

leave himself without testimony of the good he does. He 
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gives you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons. He 

fills you with food and fills your hearts with gladness.” 18Even 

though they said these things, they had a hard time 

stopping the crowds from sacrificing to them.  

 19Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and 

persuaded the crowds to stone Paul. When they thought he 

was dead, they dragged him out of the city. 20But after the 

disciples had gathered around him, he stood up and went 

into the city. The next day, he left with Barnabas for Derbe. 

 21After they preached the good news in that city and had 

gathered many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, 

and Antioch, 22strengthening the souls of the disciples and 

encouraging them to continue in the faith. They told them, 

“We must go through many troubles on our way to the 

kingdom of God.  

 

 

 P  The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Psalm of the Day, Psalm 65 

 

Psalm 65 is a psalm of thanksgiving.  The psalmist praises 

God for giving us his word and worship along with 

temporal peace.  He treats the growth and spread of the 

Church through the preaching and miracles of the apostles 

with the picture of fields producing a bountiful harvest.  

Luther 
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Refrain 

 

Praise awaits you, O God, 

you call forth songs of joy. 

 

You care for the land and water it; 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 

 

The streams of God are filled with water 

to provide the people with grain. 

 

Refrain 

 

You crown the year with your bounty, 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 

 

The grasslands of the desert overflow; 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 
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The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are 

 mantled with grain; 

they shout for joy and sing. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

Second Lesson - Revelation 21:21-27 

 

The great joy we have now will soon be made perfect and 

complete.   
 

The twelve gates are twelve pearls. Each of the gates is 

made out of one pearl. And the street of the city is pure 

gold, like transparent glass.  
22I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not 

need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory 

of God has given it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The 

nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their glory into it. 25There is no day when its gates will 

be shut, for there will be no night in that place. 26They will 

bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 
27Nothing that is unclean and no one who does what is 

detestable or who tells lies will ever enter it, but only those 

who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
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 P The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God.   

 

Please stand as we prepare for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation - from Psalm 30 

 

 P  Alleluia. Weeping may stay for the night,  

 C but rejoicing comes in the morning.  Alleluia.   

 

 

Gospel - John 16:16-24 

 

Jesus promises that our grief will be turned to perfect joy.   

 

       

 

  

 

“In a little while you are not going to see me anymore, 

and again in a little while you will see me, because I am 

going away to the Father.”  

 17Therefore some of his disciples asked one another, 

“What does he mean when he tells us, ‘In a little while you 

are not going to see me, and again in a little while you will 

see me,’ and ‘Because I am going away to the Father’?” 18So 
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they kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We 

don’t understand what he’s saying.” 

 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him about this, so 

he said to them, “Are you trying to determine with one 

another what I meant by saying, ‘In a little while you are not 

going to see me, and again in a little while you will see me’? 
20Amen, Amen, I tell you: You will weep and wail, but the 

world will rejoice. You will become sorrowful, but your 

sorrow will turn to joy. 21A woman giving birth has pain, 

because her time has come. But when she has delivered the 

child, she no longer remembers the anguish, because of her 

joy that a person has been born into the world. 
22“So you also have sorrow now. But I will see you again. 

Your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away 

from you. 23In that day you will not ask me anything. Amen, 

Amen, I tell you: Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 

will give you. 24Until now you have not asked for anything in 

my name. Ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be 

made complete.  

 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 
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Hymn - Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice      CW377 

 

1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

With exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice 

And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, 

How his right arm the vict'ry won. 

How dearly it has cost him! 

2 Fast bound in Satan's chains I lay; 

Death brooded darkly o'er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; 

In sin my mother bore me. 

Yet deep and deeper still I fell; 

Life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 

3 My own good works availed me naught, 

No merit they attaining; 

My will against God's judgment fought, 

No hope for me remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair 

Left naught but death to be my share 

And hell to be my sentence. 

4 But God beheld my wretched state 

Before the world's foundation, 

And, mindful of his mercies great, 

He planned my soul's salvation. 

A Father's heart he turned to me, 
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Sought my redemption fervently; 

He gave his dearest treasure. 

5 He spoke to his beloved Son: 

"'Tis time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, 

And bring mankind salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

May live with you forever." 

Sermon –  
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Our Confession of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.   

 

He descended into hell.   

 

The third day he rose again from the dead.   

We offer our God our Joyful Responses 
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He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father almighty.   

 

From there he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

 saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn – Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice      CW377 

 

6 The Son obeyed his Father's will, 

Was born of virgin mother, 

And, God's good pleasure to fulfill, 

He came to be my brother. 

No garb of pomp or pow'r he wore; 

A servant's form like mine he bore 

To lead the devil captive. 

7 To me he spoke, "Hold fast to me-- 

I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I myself will be; 

For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, your friend divine, 

And evermore you shall be mine; 

The foe shall not divide us. 
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8 "The foe shall shed my precious blood, 

Me of my life bereaving. 

All this I suffer for your good; 

Be steadfast and believing. 

Life shall from death the vict'ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

And you are blest forever. 

9 "Now to my Father I depart, 

The Holy Spirit sending 

And, heav'nly wisdom to impart, 

My help to you extending. 

He will a source of comfort be, 

Teach you to know and follow me, 

And in all truth will guide you. 

10 "What I on earth have lived and taught 

Be all your life and teaching; 

So shall my kingdom's work be wrought 

And honored in your preaching. 

Take care that no one's man-made laws 

Should e'er destroy the gospel's cause. 

This final word I leave you." 

 

Please stand.   

 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 

P Lord God, our heavenly Father, you never refuse the cries 

of your children.  
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C In the name of our Lord Jesus, we ask for help and 

protection and for the good of our families and our 

neighbors  

 

P Lord, as Paul preached the Word to the Macedonians, so 

you desire all people to hear the Gospel.  

C We pray for the saving peace of Christ among the 

nations.  

 

P Heavenly Father, direct and enrich the efforts of your 

faithful people.  

C Make us eager and wise in good works, serving each 

other as we minister to your Church.  

 

P Almighty God, give wisdom to our leaders and 

government, that they may lead with integrity and 

according to your perfect will.  

C Protect police officers, emergency personnel and the 

members of our armed forces as they serve in our 

defense and for the well-being of all.  

 

P Merciful Lord, you hear our prayers for the sake of your 

dear Son, Jesus.  

C In his name, we cast our burdens upon you.   

 

P Sustain us in the midst of terror and trial. 

C Hear us as we cry out to you.   

 

– Silent prayers.  --   
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C Into your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord, who has invited us to pray …   

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

 against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

 evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

 now and forever.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

P Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for 

our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and take 

them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 

your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of 

everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Our God sends us with his blessing 
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The Benediction 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.   

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be  

 gracious to you.   

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you  

 peace. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

Hymn – Now, the Hour of Worship O’er     CW330 
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Installation of Pastor Daniel Schroeder 

Sunday, June 22nd 

4pm 
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+++ 

 

 

In order to offer greater financial transparency to all 

members please review the year-to-date offering analysis 

below: 

 

Offerings Analysis: Last Week  Month-to-date Year-to-date 

   ACTUAL OFFERINGS $2,685.00 $8,140.00 $55,823.00 

   BUDGETED OFFERINGS $2,600.00 $7,800.00 $55,738.00 

        DIFFERENCE $85  $340  $85  
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