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Welcome!

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! You have joined us for the most important time
we spend together. Each time we gather as a family of faith, we make the gospel (or good news) of Jesus
our central focus. It is not just information about what Jesus did to save sinners. It is also the power God
uses to work faith in our hearts and transform our lives. In the message and meal (Holy Communion), in
specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, our service pro-
claims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Many of the elements of this service have ancient
roots in the Christian church. Some are very recent. Lutheran worship is also designed to include the
participation of the entire assembly (including children).

C t Card
Are you visiting with us today? Thank you! We love meeting our neighbors and would be e o]

grateful for the opportunity to extend our thanks in a more formal way. Please consider
filling out one of the Welcome/Connect cards in the rack in front of you, or scan the
QR code to the right to help us know you better.

For Your Convenience

o The order of service is printed in this folder. If a song is not printed in this service folder, it can be
found in the blue hymnal in front of your seat. The pastor will speak the words in normal print. The
congregation is invited to speak those printed in bold. Please participate as you are comfortable
today.

» Restrooms are located in the fellowship hall building to the left as you exit church.

o Please reserve the rows in the back of the church for families with small children.

o Ifyouare in need of any other assistance, any one of our members will be happy to assist you.

Participation & Children

Sometimes parents (and even churches) think that worship is not a place for children. At Our Redeemer,
we're convinced that nothing could be further from the truth. We want children in church worshiping
with their families and learning about Jesus’ love for them. Why?

+ Even from the earliest of ages, children are models of faith from which we can all learn (Luke
18:16,17). Similarly, they learn how to “do church” by watching mom & dad. Model worship for them.

+  Our worship format not only encourages families to be together, but is ideally suited for active wor-
ship engagement and participation by all, including children, balancing new service elements each
week with regular repetition for learning and memorization.

+ The sights and sounds of active children during worship isn’t bad at all — it’s a reminder to the
adults that the next generation of church leaders is already among us.
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We realize that, especially at first, having children in church can be a challenge for parents. To help, we
offer the following:

+ Ifyour child needs some individual attention to calm them down, an area in the fellowship hall, lo-
cated just to the left as you exit church, is available. Worship can be watched and heard in this room.

» Other families are willing and ready to help. Let us know if we can offer a hand with your little ones.

» Activity sheets that kids can work on throughout the service are available on the stand in the back.

Current Series: Imminent Arrival

Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about to arrive at your place? It’s a mixture of
anticipation and excitement and nervousness. Did you make all the correct preparations? Will the person
be happy to see you? When and how will the person arrive? Will there be any surprises?

During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent arrival of Jesus. He’s an important
person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He could return on judgment day at any time. But in worship
we realize that he impacts our lives when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are administered.
Suddenly we feel the excitement of an imminent arrival.

November 30  First Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the King
December7  Second Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the Judge
December14  Third Sunday in Advent Imminent Arrival of the Messiah
December 21 Fourth Sunday in Advent ~ Imminent Arrival of Emmanuel

Service Focus

The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. What he says must be
obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations make a big difference in how your life will contin-
ue.

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to turn their nervousness
to repentance. He says that the arrival of the Judge is imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You
are invited to hear John, repent, and believe the good news of the coming Savior.

Prayer Before the Service

Lord Jesus Christ, our Advent observance reminds us of our need to wait. We await to see your return in
glory and our rescue from this world of sin. Keep our eyes focused on your promises and instill in us a
continual longing to be with you in your heavenly kingdom. In your name I pray. Amen.

Serving God and Us Today

Presiding Minister: Pastor Daniel Schroeder

Music Operator: Al Todd

Audio/Visual Booth: Jim Everson, Josh Schueler

Instrumentalists: Marrissa Schueler (guitar), Linka Schroeder (flute)
Usher: Matt Ampe

Welcome Table: Linka Schroeder

Communion Assistant: Greg Grunewald

Communion Setup and Cleanup: Joyce Ampe

Flowers: John & Barb Favuzzi



The Advent candle
tradition began with
19th-century German
Lutherans, turning
winter candles into

a symbol of Christ's
coming. Each weekly
candle increases our
anticipation, and the
evergreen wreath
reflects God’s enduring

love. On Christmas, the

Christ Candle shines,

declaring that the prom-

ised Light of the world
has come.

This 20th-century

Advent Gathering Song

is written in the spirit of
Taizé, with a repeated
refrain sung by the
congregation, and
superimposed verses
sung by the cantor or
minister. The verses
are drawn from the
Scripture readings of
the day.

The Service

Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Candles

We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a
world of sin and death.

We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the
way of the Lord.

We hear his call to repent.
We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Two Advent candles are lit.

Advent Gathering Song

The minister will sing the refrain one time and the congregation will then sing the refrain. The
minister will sing the verses; all will sing the refrain where indicated.

Refrain
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Come, Em - man - u - el.
For a shoot from Jesse will ... Refrain

He will judge with justice and ... Refrain

For the source of all patience will ... Refrain

Now accept one another and ... Refrain

Oh reform, for God’s reign has ... Refrain

Oh prepare the way and ... Refrain

Stand



Confession

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. There-
fore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

Children’s Devotion

First Reading Isaiah 1r:1-10

' A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
*The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—

2 Corinthians 13:14

God's people live in
daily repentance. Now,
when gathered in God’s
presence, the pastor
invites them to confess
their sins and ask God
for his forgiveness.

Ruth 2:4

This prayer has been
used by worshipers
since the 900’s AD.

Isaiah gives the cre-
dentials of the one who
would come to judge.



The Church sings
Psalm 130 in services
that emphasize repen-
tance and forgiveness
through faith in Jesus.
The words for this song
are based on Psalm
130 and were written by
Martin Luther. The tune
was written in 2002 by
David Ward.

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD—
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
¢The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them.
"The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9They will neither harm nor destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples;

the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. (NIV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm of the Day Psalm 130
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Second Reading

Romans 15:4-13

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have

hope.

’May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you
may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that

the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed ? and, moreover, that the Gentiles

might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written:

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your name.”

'° Again, it says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”

" And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.”

 And again, Isaiah says,

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations;

in him the Gentiles will hope.”

God'’s people face the
coming judgment with
hope, not fear.



John prepared people
for the arrival of the
Judge by emphasizing
the nearness of the
kingdom of God.

3 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (NIV)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Christian Worship 316

Reflecting the thoughts of the gospel lesson for today, this hymn draws us into the account of John
preparing hearts for the coming of the Lord. In the same way, we are called on to prepare our
hearts in repentance for the Lord’s coming on the Last Day, or when he closes out our life here on
earth.

Sermon Matthew 3:1-12
“Will You Ace Your Advent Exam?”

'In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea ?and say-
ing, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” * This is he who was spoken of
through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.”’

"y

4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey. ° People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea
and the whole region of the Jordan. ¢ Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in
the Jordan River.

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was bap-
tizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? ® Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. ° And do not think you can say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise
up children for Abraham. " The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

1“] baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. ” His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gather-
ing his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (NIV)

My Christian Life - Acing Your Advent Exam //

Repentance, baptism, faith, full forgiveness in Jesus’ name. These are the truths that God
has given to me. Because of his gifts,  want to ...



O Light two candles during this second week of the Advent season. I can use those can-
dles to remember that God wants my heart prepared for when Jesus comes again.

O Thank the one who has been a “John the Baptist” in my life and helped to prepare me
to meet Jesus. I can thank them personally, send them a note of thanks that I am think-
ing of them, or, if they are already in heaven, I'll say a pray of thanks to God for them.

[0 Spend one meal reflecting on baptism’s daily blessings. At lunch or dinner, I'll review
what baptism means: washed, adopted, forgiven, united with Christ, given the Spirit.
That remembrance will shape my gratitude and peace!

[0 Other:

Stand

Song of Mary Magnificat
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Based on Luke 1:46-55,
Luther considered this
song one of the most
magnificent statements
of faith in all the Scrip-
tures. The Magnificat is
the song of the faithful
church as she waits
quietly for the fulfillment
of the word of promise.



In offering money as an
expression of worship,
we are responding to
God’s claim on our lives
and giving him a portion
of what he has in fact
given us.

Ruth 2:4

Lamentations 3:41

Psalm 107:1
Psalm 92:1

Be seated

Prayer of the Church Spoken by the Pastor

Offering

The members of Our Redeemer have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this com-
munity and around the world. If you are a guest with us this morning, we are so happy
you're here! Please do not feel obigated to participate in the offering. For those who wish
to give a gift, you can place an offering in the offering plate located near the doors where

you entered church today. A plate will be there as you depart today. You may Offering

also scan the QR code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to be re- OO0

directed to a page where you can give an offering. While the members of Our 13?{41:’%:
w -

Redeemer support this ministry with their gifts, we understand that you might ‘&Eﬁgﬁi
want to learn more about us before you choose to do the same. =

Connect Card  'We would greatly appreciate it, however, if you would fill out a Welcome/

EIEE4E  Connect Card (located in the rack in front of you) and place it in the offering
plate following the service. You could also let us know you were here today
by filling out a card online by scanning the QR code to the left.

The Sacrament

Our Redeemer practices close communion. We ask, therefore, that only members of this congre-
gation and our fellowship (the Wisconsin Synod) partake of the sacrament. If you are a member
of another Lutheran denomination or Christian church and would like to commune with us in
the future, please speak with our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to explain
what that entails.

The Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose
way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus
as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my + body;,

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
11

the high - est.

Sanctus means “holy.”
Used possibly as

early as the second
century, this canticle
was in wide use among
Christians in worship by
the fourteenth century.
‘Hosanna” means
“Save now!”

See Isaiah 6:3.

All of our requests, all
of our prayers, all of our
needs are summed up
in the prayer that our
Savior, Jesus Christ,
taught us to pray. See
Matthew 6:9-13.

1 Corinthians 11:23,24



1 Corinthians 11:25

John 20:19

Jesus is God’s Lamb
(Agnus Dei), who was
offered as a sacrifice
for sin once for all.
See John 1:29 and
Isaiah 53:7.

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated
Distribution

For the distribution, at the direction of the usher, please proceed to the outside aisle of your side
of the church. The baptismal font side will proceed first, front to back. The pulpit side will then
follow, front to back. Come to the front of church in groups of about 8 people. After your group is
dismissed, proceed to the center aisle, dispose of the cup in the basket, and return to your seat.

Questions for Self-Examination before Communion

o Am I sorry for my sins?

o Do Itrust Jesus as my Savior?

o Do Ibelieve Jesus’ body and blood are truly present to assure me of forgiveness?
o Do lintend, with God’s help, to live a more God-pleasing life?
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Closing Prayer and Blessing

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; Psalm 136:1
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 1 Corinthians 11:26

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you. Receive the same

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. blessing that God gave

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace fo1he ancientlsraeltes
b give you peace. (Numbers 6:22-27).

Amen.

Closing Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

Christian Worship 318 (st. 1-3)

This original Latin hymn has been dated variously from the 400’s to 900’s AD. Throughout the
medieval period it was sung on the first Sunday in Advent and then daily until Christmas Eve.
The Advent thoughts of Christ’s coming again and repentance are brought out in the hymn stan-
zas.

Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International
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Attendance

Sunday Morning Worship (November 30) - 45
Sunday Morning Bible Study (November 30) - 16
Wednesday Evening Bible Study (December 3) - 7
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Our Redeemer News

Upcoming Bible Studies at Our Redeemer
December 7, 11:00am - Starting Point - Christianity 101
December 10, 6:30pm - Starting Point - Christianity 101

Women’s Ministry Group Food and Toy Drive

This coming Friday, December 12, is the last day for the Women’s Ministry Group’s food and toy drive. Bins
are available for non-perishable food items and/or toys to be donated to the Seasons of Hope organization to
help those in need in our community this holiday season.

Ladies’ Annual Christmas Cookie Exchange

This coming Friday, December 12, at 7:00pm, the Our Redeemer Ladies’ Annual Cookie Exchange will take
place at the home of Karolyn Hanna. Her address is: 5235 Toluca Court, Santa Barbara 93111. If you have ques-
tions, please speak to Karolyn Hanna or Pam Schueler.

Church Work Day
We want to take care of what God has entrusted to us, so we will be having a church work day on Sat-
urday, December 13, starting at 9am. This will help us spruce up our campus for Christmas.

Church Christmas Decorating

Next Sunday, December 14, after some fellowship time after the worship service, we will be decorat-
ing our church for Christmas. There will be no Bible study that morning. If a number of people can
help, it should go fairly quickly. Hope you can be part of this special work!

Poinsettias for Christmas

We love to have our worship space look festive for Christmas. If you would like to add to the beauty
of our sanctuary at Christmas, you could loan a poinsettia to be used on Christmas Eve and Day. If
you’d like to do that, please bring your poinsettia to worship with you on Sunday, December 21.

Managing God’s Gifts to Us
We don't relish deadlines, but they do push us into action. John the Baptist reminds
& » us today that the end is near, the deadline for all people and all things. The wisest
Stewa hp use of our time is to give Jesus what he calls for: repentance, which is true sorrow for
our sins and trust in Jesus for our forgiveness. With that kind of daily preparation,

Managing God's Gits o Us we're ready for his deadline. To help be kept informed of finances to carry out our
ministry plans at Our Redeemer, here is the recent offerings report.
Last Week Month-to-Date Year-to-Date
Actual Offerings $2,615 $12,735 $140,532
Budgeted Offerings $2,600 $13,000 $129,422
Difference $15 $265 $11,110
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This Week at Our Redeemer

Sunday December 7 9:30am Sunday Worship (Lord’s Supper)
11:00am Sunday Bible Hour
Monday December 8 7:00pm  Handbells’ Practice
Tuesday December 9  10:00am Pastors’ Circuit Meeting (in Santa Clarita)
7:00pm  Church Council Meeting
Wednesday Decemberio  6:30pm  Starting Point/Christianity 101 Bible Study
Thursday December 11 9:30am Pastor’s Office Hours
3:15pm Youth Catechism Class
Friday December12  7:00pm  Ladies’ Annual Christmas Cookie Exchange
(at Karolyn Hanna’s)
Saturday December 13 9:00am  Church Work Day
Sunday Decemberi4  9:30am  Sunday Worship
11:00am Decorating Church for Christmas

AT OUR REDEEMER

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, God chose to step into our brokenness to of-
fer salvation, peace, and unshakeable love. If you’ve been searching for meaning,
wrestling with life’s big questions, or wondering if there’s more to Christmas than
presents and parties, we invite you to join us for our Christmas services. Whether
you’re new to faith, returning after time away, or simply curious, you’ll find
genuine warmth and authentic community here. This Christmas,
don’tjust celebrate the season — discover the Savior!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:00pm

Christmas Day Festival Service
(with Lord’s Supper)
9:30am
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About Us

Our Mission

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been serving the Santa Barbara community since
1968. As people who have been redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ, our mission is to:
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; Encourage one another; and —_
Proclaim what we have seen and heard. Our REDEEMER

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our Contact Information

770 Vala Drive

Santa Barbara, California 93111
(805) 967-1128

orlcsb.net

Our Ministry

Sunday Worship: 9:30am
Sunday Online Broadcast available at our YouTube channel.
Bible Study: Sundays at 11:00am; Wednesdays at 6:30pm

Our Pastor

Pastor Daniel Schroeder
pastor.orlcsb@gmail.com

(619) 852-2440

Our Church Body

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus through—
out the world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

(WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the other 1,200 plus W E L
churches of our Wisconsin Synod and 33 other church bodies around the

. ‘ Chrlsts Love, Our Calling.
world of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC).

Let us know you were here!
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