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Welcome!
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today! You have joined us for the most important time 
we spend together. Each time we gather as a family of faith, we make the gospel (or good news) of Jesus 
our central focus. It is not just information about what Jesus did to save sinners. It is also the power God 
uses to work faith in our hearts and transform our lives. In the message and meal (Holy Communion), in 
specially selected Scripture readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, our service pro-
claims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Many of the elements of this service have ancient 
roots in the Christian church. Some are very recent. Lutheran worship is also designed to include the 
participation of the entire assembly (including children).  

Are you visiting with us today?Are you visiting with us today? Thank you! We love meeting our neighbors and would be 
grateful for the opportunity to extend our thanks in a more formal way. Please consider Please consider 
filling out one of the Welcome/Connect cards in the rack in front of you, or scan the filling out one of the Welcome/Connect cards in the rack in front of you, or scan the 
QR codeQR code to the right to help us know you better. 

For Your Convenience
•	•	 The order of serviceThe order of service is printed in this folder. If a song is not printed in this service folder, it can be 

found in the blue hymnal in front of your seat. The pastor will speak the words in normal print. The The 
congregation is invited to speak those printed in boldcongregation is invited to speak those printed in bold. Please participate as you are comfortable 
today.

•	•	 RestroomsRestrooms are located in the fellowship hall building to the left as you exit church.
•	 Please reserve the rows in the back of the church for families with small children.
•	 If you are in need of any other assistance, any one of our members will be happy to assist you.

Participation & Children
Sometimes parents (and even churches) think that worship is not a place for children. At Our Redeemer, 
we’re convinced that nothing could be further from the truth. We want children in church worshiping 
with their families and learning about Jesus’ love for them. Why?
•	 Even from the earliest of ages, children are models of faithchildren are models of faith from which we can all learn (Luke 

18:16,17). Similarly, they learn how to “do church” by watching mom & dad. Model worship for them.
•	 Our worship format not only encourages families to be together, but is ideally suited for active wor-

ship engagement and participation by all, including children, balancing new service elements each 
week with regular repetition for learning and memorization.

•	 The sights and sounds of active childrensights and sounds of active children during worship isn’t bad at all – it’s a reminder to the 
adults that the next generation of church leaders is already among us.

770 Vala Drive  |  Santa Barbara, CA  93111
orlcsb.net  |  (805) 967-1128

Pastor Daniel Schroeder
pastor.orlcsb@gmail.com  |  (619) 852-2440
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We realize that, especially at first, having children in church can be a challenge for parents. To help, we 
offer the following:
•	 If your child needs some individual attention to calm them down, an area in the fellowship hall, lo-

cated just to the left as you exit church, is available. Worship can be watched and heard in this room. 
•	 Other families are willing and ready to help. Let us know if we can offer a hand with your little ones.

•	 Activity sheets that kids can work on throughout the service are available on the stand in the back.

Service Focus
Welcome to worship this Christmas Eve! We trust that God will bless you in this service of lessons and 
carols/hymns. Our focus, “Christ the Savior is Born,” is found in every lesson and song. The progression 
of lessons and songs gradually reveals more and more about this Savior born in Bethlehem. Imagine 
yourself as someone who over centuries is trying to figure out the nature of this birth. Or, if the readings 
are not familiar to you, let the meaning of Christ’s birth become clearer and clearer to you as you hear 
each lesson and sing each song.

Tonight, we see God sending his Son into our world, in the words of the first hymn, “He came down to 
earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all.” By trusting what Christ’s birth means for us, we look for-
ward to seeing that Savior in heaven where God’s praise will sound for all eternity!

•	 Connection Cards are located in the racks in front of you in the pews. These cards give you an oppor-
tunity to let us know how we at Our Redeemer can serve you. Please fill one out and as you exit place 
it in the offering plate on the way out this evening.

•	 Candles provided as you entered will be used for the final prayer, blessing, and Christmas hymn this 
evening. Please note that a lit candle is always held upright, so that we may prevent wax from drip-
ping on pews, clothing, or people.  

Our worship this evening is an adaptation of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally held at King’s 
College, Cambridge, England, on December 24th every year. Lessons and Carols was first held on Christ-
mas Eve, 1918.

Prayer before the Service
Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so that through faith your Son may take his rightful 
place not just in the manger, but also within my heart. In his name I pray. Amen.

Serving God and Us Today
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Daniel Schroeder
Music Operator:  Jim Brown
Audio/Visual Booth:  Jim Everson, Josh Schueler
Instrumentalists:  Linka Schroeder (flute); Our Redeemer Handbells
Soloist:  Prof. Philip Schroeder
Usher:  John Favuzzi
Welcome Table:  Pam Schueler
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Festival of Lessons and Carols

Preservice Music - Students from Our Redeemer

Greeting & Candle Lighting                                                   
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Jesus 
said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” (lighting of the Advent candles) 

Carol                                                                                                              Once in Royal David’s City
Christian Worship 343 (st. 1-3)

Sunday School children sing stanza 1; Congregation sings stanzas 2 & 3

Stand

Written in 1848 by 
Irish hymnwriter Cecil 
Frances Alexander, 
this beloved Christmas 
hymn tells the story 
of Jesus’ humble birth 
in Bethlehem and its 
saving significance. It 
gently proclaims the 
mystery of the incar-
nation: the eternal Son 
of God becoming truly 
human for our salvation.
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Bidding Prayer
Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the 
message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which 
has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a man-
ger.

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the 
first days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy child.

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know the 
good news of Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray 
for the people of this city and for all those in our own congregation.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and help-
less, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely 
and the unloved, and the elderly and the little children. We especially remember all those 
who do not know the Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and those who by sin have 
grieved his heart of love.

Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in 
greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise him 
each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we are united with one 
another.
Amen.Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Be seated

Handbells                                                                                                                 What Child Is This?
Arranged by Sondra Tucker

Published by Casa Publications

Message                                                                                                                           Luke 2:19
“The Mystery in the Manger”

Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

All of our requests, all 
of our prayers, all of our 

needs are summed up 
in the prayer that our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, 

taught us to pray. See 
Matthew 6:9-13.
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First Reading                                                                                                          Genesis 3:8-15
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the gar-
den. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 
and I ate it.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust
	 all the days of your life.
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
	 and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (NIV)

Carol                                                                                                                                  Joy Has Dawned
Christian Worship 352

Soloist sings stanza 1; Congregation sings stanzas 2-4

Humanity’s separation 
from God dates to the 
beginning of time, to 
the fall into sin by the 
first humans, Adam and 
Eve. As tragic as this 
was, the account ends 
with God’s promise of 
a stunning gift—that 
the woman’s offspring, 
Jesus Christ, would 
ultimately defeat Satan 
and restore us to God.

This Christmas hymn 
composed in 2004, 
weaves the full nativity 
narrative into a modern 
carol, from creation’s 
promised hope to 
Christ’s humble birth 
amid angels, shep-
herds, and prophetic 
magi gifts, culminat-
ing in praise for the 
reconciling Savior who 
turns a stable into the 
dawn of eternal joy. This 
Incarnation-focused 
hymn invites congrega-
tions to marvel at the 
paradox of the Creator’s 
vulnerability and victory, 
offering fresh scriptural 
depth for Christmas 
worship.



7

Second Reading                                                                                                        Isaiah 9:2,6,7
2 The people walking in darkness
	 have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
	 a light has dawned.
6 For to us a child is born,
	 to us a son is given,
	 and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
	 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
	 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
	 there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
	 and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
	 with justice and righteousness
	 from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
	 will accomplish this. (NIV)

Refrain

Refrain

The prophet foretells 
the coming of the 

Savior, a gift from God 
to the world.
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Carol                                                                                                                                     Joy to the World
Christian Worship 353

Written by Isaac Watts in 1719 as a paraphrase of Psalm 98, this hymn celebrates Christ’s 
arrival as King to reverse sin’s curse and establish a reign of truth, grace, and love over all 

creation. Though often sung at Christmas, it prophetically anticipates his triumphant return. 
Set to Lowell Mason’s 1848 tune “Antioch,” inspired by Handel’s Messiah, this enduring 
carol has become North America’s most-published holiday hymn, inviting every heart 

to prepare room for the Savior’s universal joy.

Third Reading                                                                                                                Micah 5:2-5a
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
	 though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
	 one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
	 from ancient times.”
3 Therefore Israel will be abandoned
	 until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
	 to join the Israelites.
4 He will stand and shepherd his flock
	 in the strength of the LORD,
	 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
	 will reach to the ends of the earth.
5 And he will be our peace. (NIV)

Carol                                                                                                        O Little Town of Bethlehem
 Christian Worship 333 (st. 1-3)

The author of this hymn wrote it in 1868 after being inspired by his Christmas Eve horseback 
ride from Jerusalem to Bethlehem’s starlit silence amid the Ottoman Empire. The song captures 

the hushed wonder of Christ’s birth in a sleepy village, where heaven’s gift arrives unnoticed 
yet transforms human hearts. As hopes and fears of the ages meet in that holy night, the hymn 

calls us to welcome the Savior anew, proclaiming peace on earth.

 Fourth Reading                                                                                                  Luke 1:26–35, 38
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you 
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

God wants there to be 
no doubt about his gift. 
Through prophecy he 
reveals the exact tiny 
village where Jesus 
would be born.

The angel Gabriel 
announces to Mary the 
birth of a son.
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be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 
end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her. (NIV)

Carol                                                                                The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
 Christian Worship 328

Soloist sings stanza 1; Congregation sings stanzas 2-4

This beloved Basque (northern Spain/southern France) carol was translated into English by 
Sabine Baring-Gould in 1895 (he’s also the author of the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers”). 

It vividly retells the Annunciation from Luke’s Gospel, portraying Gabriel’s awe-inspiring 
visit to Mary and her faithful acceptance of God’s plan. With its haunting minor-key melody 

and triumphant “Gloria!” refrain, the hymn invites us to echo Mary’s obedience and praise the 
Incarnation, bridging ancient devotion to the joy of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.

Fifth Reading                                                                                                                   Luke 2:1-7
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to reg-
ister with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her first-
born, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. (NIV)

Carol                                                       			                                           Away in a Manger
 Christian Worship 340

“Away in a Manger” remains a cornerstone of Christmas hymnody, its lyrics anonymously 
penned in late 19th-century America to evoke the nativity’s humility through a child’s inno-
cent gaze, depicting baby Jesus in a Bethlehem stable, surrounded by watchful animals, and 

extending divine guardianship over sleeping youth with a heartfelt prayer for eternal blessing.

In a fulfillment of the 
prophecy in tonight’s 

third reading, God uses 
the mighty powers of 

this world to accomplish 
his will and to deliver 

his gift to an otherwise 
doomed world.
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Sixth Reading                                                                                                             Luke 2:8-20
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying,
                14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
          and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the man-
ger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told. (NIV)

Carol                                                       	                                        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
 Christian Worship 350

This popular Christmas hymn was penned by Charles Wesley in 1739 and later adapted with 
a triumphant melody from noted composer Felix Mendelssohn, a German Lutheran of Jewish 
descent. It joyfully echoes the angels’ announcement of Christ’s birth in Luke 2:14, celebrating 

the incarnation as the ultimate reconciliation between God and sinners. The carol calls all 
nations to join heaven’s chorus in praising the newborn King who brings peace, healing, and 

eternal life to a broken world. 

Seventh Reading                                                                                                 Matthew 2:1-12
1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what 
the prophet has written:
6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

The angels can’t help 
but celebrate God’s gift. 
The shepherds go to 
the manger and eagerly 
spread the word 
of this gift as an-
nounced by the angels. 

The Magi are led by the 
star to Jesus.
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7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their trea-
sures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. (NIV)

Carol                                                       	                                                     O Come, All Ye Faithful
 Christian Worship 354 (st. 1-3)

Composed in the 1740s by English Catholic exile John Francis Wade amid post-Jacobite reli-
gious tensions, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” calls worshippers to a joyful pilgrimage at the man-

ger, celebrating Christ’s divine birth as both eternal Son and newborn King. Its soaring melody 
and vivid imagery remained a Latin masterpiece for 100 years before Frederick Oakeley’s 1841 

English translation brought it to global Protestant choirs.

Offering
The members of Our Redeemer have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this commu-
nity and around the world. If you are a guest with us this eveningIf you are a guest with us this evening, we are so happy you’re 
here! Please do not feel obigated to participate in the offering. For those who wish to give 
a gift, you can place an offering in the offering plateoffering plate located near the doors where you 
entered church today. A plate will be there as you depart today. You may also 
scan the QR code scan the QR code to the right with your smartphone’s camera to be redirected 
to a page where you can give an offering. While the members of Our Redeemer 
support this ministry with their gifts, we understand that you might want to 
learn more about us before you choose to do the same. 

We would greatly appreciate it, however, if you would fill out a Welcome/Welcome/
Connect CardConnect Card (located in the rack in front of you) and place it in the offering 
plate following the service. You could also let us know you were here today 
by filling out a card online by scanning the QR codescanning the QR code to the left. 

Handbells                                                                         Silent Night (with Dona Nobis Pacem)
Arranged by Sondra Tucker

Published by Casa Publications

Closing Prayer and Blessing  

During the Handbells’ anthem, we will light the candles. Please then light the candle next to you 
until all the candles are lit. Remember to tip the unlit candle and leave the lit candle vertical.

Offering

 Connect Card

In offering money as an 
expression of worship, 

we are responding to 
God’s claim on our lives 
and giving him a portion 

of what he has in fact 
given us. 
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Stand

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, Jesus 
Christ; grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, so may we also behold him 
with sure confidence when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.Amen.

May he who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
such joy that comes from the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life; and the bless-
ing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always.
Amen.Amen.

Carol by Candlelight                                                                               Silent Night, Holy Night
 Christian Worship 337

At the conclusion of “Silent Night” please extinguish your candles. They may be deposited in the 
box as you exit church this evening.

Be seated.

This cherished 
Christmas carol, “Silent 
Night,” was composed 
for the 1818 Christmas 
Eve service by Joseph 
Mohr, an assistant 
priest near Salzburg, 
Austria, inspired by a 
late-night baptism in a 
poor woodcutter’s cot-
tage that mirrored the 
humble birth of Christ 
in Bethlehem’s stable. 
Mohr entrusted the 
poem to his friend and 
organist, Franz Gruber, 
who quickly penned a 
gentle two-part melody, 
enabling the pair to sing 
it as a poignant offering 
in worship that night.
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Please join us for some fellowship of food and drinks in the fellowship hall, 
the building to the left as you exit the sanctuary.

We invite everyone to our Christmas Day Festival Service at 9:30am tomorrow morning 
as we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord. 

Prayers for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

A Prayer for Christmas Eve

Lord Jesus Christ,
On this holy night we marvel again that you did not remain distant, but came near. You took on our flesh, 
entered our world, and were laid in a manger for us. Quiet our busy hearts. Still our anxious thoughts. Let the 
wonder of your birth replace our fear, our guilt, and our weariness with peace. Thank you for coming to save 
us, not because we were ready for you, but because we needed you. In your name I pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Christmas Morning

Gracious God,
As the light of a new day dawns, we praise you for the true Light who has come into the world. Thank you for 
the gift of your Son, born to live for us, die for us, and rise for us. Help us receive this day not only with joy, 
but with faith. Let our celebration be shaped by gratitude, our words by kindness, and our lives by love that 
reflects Christ. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

A Prayer When Christmas Is Hard

Emmanuel, God with us,
You know that Christmas is not always easy. You see the empty chairs, the quiet grief, the worries we carry, 
and the hopes we are afraid to voice. Draw near to us now. Remind us that you came not for perfect moments, 
but for broken people. Hold us in your promises, and give us comfort in knowing that you are with us—today 
and always. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Some people are hard to buy for. They never ask for anything, never express their wishes out loud, and never 
seem to need anything. You might find yourself asking, “What do I give someone who seems to have every-
thing?” Really creative people come up with the answer. Some of us are a little short in the creativity depart-
ment, and we struggle. In the end, we give up and buy a gift certificate.

A better question for us to consider during this season is, “What do I give a person who has nothing?” Where 
would you start? Wouldn’t you start by giving the most important thing first? That’s exactly what God did.

As God considered his completed creation—perfect in every way—he saw that he had provided man and 
woman, the crown of his creation, with everything they could ever want or need. The Giver of all had given 
all. But it wasn’t long before his perfect world was shattered. Seeking something they thought was better than 
what God had given, Adam and Eve turned from God and went their own way. It was a way that led to death, 
despair, and complete and utter poverty.

God had graciously acted to make his creatures people who had it all. Now he would act again to give the 
perfect gift to people who had absolutely nothing. It would be the perfect gift because it would be the most 
important thing that they would ever need. God promised to send the Seed of the woman to restore the joy, 
perfection, and peace that once had been given but now had been thrown away.

Martin Luther spoke for us all when he said, “We are beggars.” Regardless of the balances in our bank ac-
counts, the size of our well-furnished homes, the multiple cars in our garages, and the talents and abilities 
we have, we are really people who stand before God with nothing—nothing good, nothing noble, nothing 
worthy of reward. If we do an honest inventory of our spiritual state, we can only echo the words of Paul and 
confess that we are the worst of sinners (see 1 Timothy 1:15). We too are nothing but beggars.

But a gracious heavenly Father looks at us with the same love that searched out our first parents as they hid 
trembling in the garden. He sees that we have nothing. He knows that we deserve nothing. He is aware that 
we can do nothing to change anything. But with a love and concern that he had for us before we were even 
born, God points us to that same Seed of the woman whom he promised to Adam and Eve. He directs us 
to the one who came to restore perfection to a ruined creation. He invites us to kneel with shepherds at the 
most unlikely of cradles. He urges us to hear the voice of the angel who announced the birth of God’s perfect 
gift. In his Word, he directs us to listen to the Son he loves. By the power of his Spirit, he leads us to the cross 
where that Son would die, giving himself as the perfect gift.

We may have trouble deciding what to give someone this Christmas. Our gracious God had no such difficulty. 
He knew exactly what to give to needy sinners: the perfect gift for people who have nothing. And because of 
that perfect gift, we now have everything.

WELS President Mark Schroeder
Forward in Christ - December 2025
Volume 112, Number 12

God’s God’s 
Perfect GiftPerfect Gift
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About Us

Our Mission
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church has been serving the Santa Barbara community since 
1968. As people who have been redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ, our mission is to: 
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; Encourage one another; and 
Proclaim what we have seen and heard.

Our Contact Information
770 Vala Drive
Santa Barbara, California 93111
(805) 967-1128
orlcsb.net

Our Ministry
Sunday Worship: 9:30am
Sunday Online Broadcast available at our YouTube channel.
Bible Study: Sundays at 11:00am; Wednesdays at 6:30pm

Our Pastor
Pastor Daniel Schroeder
pastor.orlcsb@gmail.com
(619) 852-2440

Our Church Body
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus through-
out the world as a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the other 1,200 plus 
churches of our Wisconsin Synod and 33 other church bodies around the 
world of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference (CELC).

Let us know you were here!


